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•
What’s wrong with 

this image? 

Climate ≠ Weather!
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Climate is not the same as with weather.  



•
Weather is the state of the atmosphere at a particular time 

and place .

Climate ≠ Weather!
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Climate is how the atmosphere behaves over long periods 
of time .  



•
•Increased 
annual and 
seasonal 

temperature

•Increased 
annual 

precipitation

•Increased 
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•Increased 
frequency and 

intensity of 
extreme events

•Increased 
water 

temperatures

•Changes in  
water levels



•Why Cities?
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• The world’s 50 largest cities, with more than 500 million people, 
generate about 2.6 billion tCO2e annually, more than all countries, 
except the US and China.

• In Europe, 70 % of the largest cities have areas that are particularly 
vulnerable to rising sea levels, and most of these cities less than 10 
meters above sea level.



•How can cities adapt?

Land use and 
urban planning

Facilitation, 
advocacy and 
leadership
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Workforce 
development

Licensing and 
regulation

Community 
service 
delivery, 
community 
development 
and civic   
engagement



• What are Canadian Communities Doing?

• City of Toronto
• City of Kamloops
• City of Edmonton
• Ville de Sept Îles
• City of London
• Municipal Corporation of Delta
• District of Saanich
• Quebec City
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• Quebec City
• City of Iqaluit
• Hamlet of Le Goulet
• City of Halifax
• Town of Annapolis Royal
• Peel Region



•ICLEI’s Adaptation Efforts Worldwide
CHAMP – Local Responses to CC
Committee of Regions Project
Vulnerability Indicators Brochure
European Secretariat

Resilient Cities Congress
Mayors Adaptation Forum
UNISDR Making Cities Resilient Campaign
World Secretariat

Vulnerability Pilot Project
South East Secretariat

Changing Climate, Changing 

Communities: Guide and 

Workbook for Climate Adaptation

Adaptation Initiative

Canadian Secretariat
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Testing ACCCRN in Three 
Indian Cities
Coastal City Adaptation Plans
South Asia Secretariat

Five-city SSA Network 
Africa Secretariat

Adaptation Toolkit
Adaptive & Resilient

Communities 
ACCCRN  

CCP Integrated Action
Integrated Climate Action 

Indonesia
ICLEI Oceania

Planning for Climate 
Change 
Climate Reslient 
Communities Program
US Office



•
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To download:
www.iclei.org/canada



•Basic Milestone Methodology
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•Milestone Methodology
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•Chapter 1: Climate Change Primer
Four key messages:

1) Introduction to adaptation

2) Global climate change & climate change in Canada

3) Importance of local government action

4) Local government action mechanisms
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4) Local government action mechanisms



•Milestone One: Initiate
1) Identify possible stakeholders and build climate change adaptation team;

2) Select adaptation champion;

3) First looks at climate change impacts;

4) List of existing municipal actions to improve adaptive capacity and municipal 
plans and activities that could include adaptation; and

5) Council resolution to solidfy commitment. 
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•Milestone Two: Research
1) List of impact statements and the service areas that will be affected;

2) A vulnerability assessment (made up of both a sensitivity and an adaptive 
capacity assessement);

3) A risk assessment (looking at the impacts identified as having high 
vulnerability); and 

4) A prioritized list of impacts.
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•Milestone Three: Plan
1) Visiont statement;

2) Adaptation goals and objectives;

3) List of adaptation actions (having looked at drivers/constraints, 
baselines/indicators, finance/budgeting);

4) Draft adaptation plan and implementation schedule; and 

5) Final adaptation plan and policy integration options.
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•Milestone Four: Implement
1) Support and approval from staff and Council;

2) Identified implementation tools; and

3) Solidified community engagements and partnership opportunities.
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•Milestone Five: Monitor/Review
1) Review of scientific information;

2) Monitoring of progress on implementation;

3) Review of effectiveness of actions (based on baseline data and indicators);

4) Updated action plan; and

5) Communication of accomplishments.
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•Part II – Supplementary Workbooks
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•
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•Sample Worksheet – Risk Assessment
Sample Worksheet
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•

© ICLEI 2010 www.iclei.org/



•Information Annexes

1) Annotated resource checklists 
(over 85 in total);

2) List of adaptation options;

3) Project climatic changes by 
region;
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•Go to Excel Workbooks
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•
• Understand what adaptation is;

• Realize that adaptation and mitigation are not mutually exclusive;

• Know what you are adapting to;

• Prepare for those impacts;

• Realize there is no ‘one size fits all’ approach;

ICLEI’s Adaptation Message to Local 
Governments
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• Realize there is no ‘one size fits all’ approach;

• Adaptation planning is not a new process and should be integrated with 
existing efforts; and

• Anticipatory planning is more effective than reactive planning



•
Thank you!

Questions?
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Ewa Jackson
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+1-647-728-4387
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